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From Tumuaki Cath Knell 
He aha te mea nui o te ao  
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 
What is the most important thing in the world? 

It is the people, it is the people, it is the people. 

 

Kia ora koutou, 

Congratulations to our junior student leaders for organising this week’s fun House 

Week competitions and activities. It was awesome seeing the positive energy and big 

smiles around the grounds. 

I am sure that this will continue during next week’s Wā hono activities and look 

forward to including photos, feedback and a summary of what was achieved in our 

last NewsLink for the year. 

Planning for 2026 

With the number of new enrolments for 2026 we are having to add another class in 

both Year 9 and Year 10. Students have already selected their courses but should check 

their emails for communication from their Dean should there be a clash or further 

updates.  

In response to student and staff feedback there will be some changes made to our 

daily structure for 2026. Details of these are included in this edition. 

Rights and Responsibilities 

Students have been reminded over the past couple of weeks about the Expectations 

of a Lynfield College Student in maintaining a safe (physical and emotional) school 

environment.  It is the right of all students and staff to be treated fairly, with respect 

and dignity and not to be subjected to physical or verbal abuse.  

Messages have also been given about the importance of being an ‘upstander’ not a 

‘bystander’, in calling out aggressive, mean or demeaning behaviour. We look 

forward to an enjoyable end to the school year with students adhering to both the 

Code of Conduct and School Rules. 

Prizegivings 

Over the next week we will have our final prizegivings for 2025 starting with Adult ESOL next Wednesday, followed by 

Learning Support on Friday and then ending with the Year 9 and Year 10 prizegivings on Monday 8 December. Students 

are dismissed for the year after their respective prizegiving. 

The last NewsLink for the year will be sent on Tuesday 9 December.  

Nga mihi nui 

Cath Knell 

Tumuaki | Principal 
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2026 Stationery Orders & 
Uniform Sales 

• Community Events 

C O M I N G  
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Monday 1 December 

Y13 Leavers’ Morning  

9.30 - 11.30am 

Y13 Leavers’ Dinner 

Monday 1 – Thursday 4 Dec 

Y9 & Y10 Wa Hono 

Monday 8 December 

Y9 Prizegiving 9.00am 

Y10 Prizegiving 11.00am 

TERM 4 ENDS 

 

TERM 1 2026 BEGINS 

Thursday 29 January 
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Alumni News 

AMANPREET REEN (HEAD BOY, CLASS OF 2016) 

Ten years ago this week, an envelope from Mrs Clark’s office told me I had been trusted with a leadership role at Lynfield 

College, and with it came a deep sense of gratitude for a school that kept opening doors for me. I arrived in Lynfield 

only at the end of Year 9 after an unsettled schooling journey through more than 13 schools in three countries, expecting 

Lynfield to be “just another uniform” that would become a distant memory like the rest of my schools. 

Lynfield quickly became home through academics, sport, culture, and community. I was given the chance to lead our 

form class in winning the softball tournaments, represent the school in first eleven cricket, and help start the Punjabi 

group that showcased our traditional Bhangra dance on Cultural Day, celebrating the diversity that defines this College. 

Those experiences taught me teamwork, pride in my identity, and the power of bringing people together. 

My teachers soon became mentors who saw leadership potential in me before I saw it in myself. They encouraged me 

to take on various opportunities and pushed me to apply for the Year 12 Executive, which to my disbelief I was able to 

get voted for. And then in Year 13, opening that envelope to find out I had been chosen as Head Boy remains one of 

my proudest moments. As a visibly Sikh student with a Turban 

and facial hair, I knew I stood out, and to be so strongly accepted and 

trusted to represent the school and my peers created a powerful 

sense of belonging. Wearing the green blazer, I did my best to serve 

the school that had given me so much, and those leadership 

experiences have stayed with me well beyond graduation. 

Since then, I have completed a Bachelor of Commerce at the 

University of Auckland, started my career with Ernst & Young, and 

now work in Melbourne as a business consultant at Isle Utilities, 

helping water businesses improve how they operate in a rapidly 

changing world. To my surprise, in every job interview and role, the 

stories that mattered most were not just marks or grades, but the 

ones that began at Lynfield.  

As we approach the 10 year anniversary of my cohort graduating, I 

have come back to the school to organise a reunion for the end of 2026. 

Thanks to Mrs Clark and Ms Knell, who took me and my small family 

through the school and all its memories, I hope I am able to reignite 

the same feelings for my cohort next year, so that we can all share our 

journeys and adventures with each other.  

Taster Day 

Lynfield College was buzzing with energy on Monday 24 

November as we welcomed ākonga from a range of 

intermediate schools for our annual Taster Day. The visiting 

students had the chance to step into life as a Lynfield learner, 

exploring a wide variety of subjects and experiencing some of 

the high-quality teaching we are proud of. 

Throughout the day, the students rotated through engaging, 

hands-on sessions across the curriculum. Whether they were 

experimenting in the science labs, creating in the Arts, or 

sharpening their thinking in Humanities, the enthusiasm was 

clear. Teachers crafted interactive lessons that not only 

showcased their expertise but also reflected the warm, inclusive 

learning culture of our school. 

We are delighted to have hosted such a vibrant group of young 

people and look forward to seeing them return as part of our 

whānau at the start of 2026. Ngā mihi to everyone who 

contributed to making the day such a success. 
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Year 11 Academic Prizegiving 

Our Year 11 Prizegiving celebrated the successes of our students across many fields. Academic awards for each course 

were given out along with Korowai Awards for students who have demonstrated the school values in the classroom. A 

new award this year was recognition of students with excellent Engagement Reports throughout the year. The final 

group celebrated were the Merit award winners, awarded for students who excel in multiple aspects of school life. 

Year 11 Merit Cup (Girls) EQUAL  Meghna Malik 
Year 11 Merit Cup (Girls EQUAL  Ellice Hii 
Year 11 Merit Cup (Boys)   Ayaan Vasudeva 
Year 11 Merit Award    Saira Unni 
Year 11 Merit Award    Kiran Treanor 
Year 11 Merit Award    Tanvi Shah 
Year 11 Merit Award    Tanvi Rana 
Year 11 Merit Award    Aditya Parab 
Year 11 Merit Award    Harry Hu 
Year 11 Merit Award    Mahe Chaudhary 
 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Trizha Mae Ballao 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Ellice Hii 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Nalika Solanki 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Manha Mirza Sadath 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Toby Pin 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Devyani Jogia 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Kiran Treanor 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Saira Unni 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Tayla Clayden 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Meghna Malik 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Alliyah Picadizo 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Dorothy Chang 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Lucy Lovie-Tyler 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Jamiee Chow 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Mahe Chaudhary 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Harry Daniel Hu 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Zoey Kuang 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Jaime Ray 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Mary Rose Joy De Castro 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Hong Minh Phan 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Akshay Srijith 
Year 11 Engagement Award   Sylvia Gallaher 

The McConchie Cup for Skills in Hard Materials - Tristan Young 

Year 11 Hui Mai Award    Charlie Harris 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award    Tristan Dear 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award    Pari Patel 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award    Yeshaya Pinto 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Saira Unni 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Prasamsa Pant 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Kiran Treanor 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Toby Pin 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Ayaan Vasudeva 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Nalika Solanki 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Josephine Sor 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Mahe Chaudhary 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Jayna Singh 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Eddie Fouad Farchakh 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Tom Dobbs 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Tanvi Rana 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Lisa Deai 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Reagan Steenkamp 
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Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Jaime Ray 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Milla Wild 
Year 11 Hui Mai Award   Temperance Gataulu-Mara 

 

Lynfield Students Star as Extras in NZ Film 

At the end of 2023, I and a few other Lynfield College students 

were paid to be extras for a couple of scenes for the film Pike 

River.  

It was quite a new and interesting experience being part of a 

movie filming day, and overall it was really fun. I remember we 

were there on the set from about 8.00am to do the classroom 

scene, with some of us getting to stay into the afternoon to be 

part of extra scenes. It was a long day with quite a bit of waiting 

around, but I guess that’s what it’s like being an actor/extra.  

The scenes we filmed were quite captivating and also 

enlightening, particularly the meeting scene where everyone is 

told that the men were all dead. Representatives of the real 

families were there to tell us some of their stories to help us 

learn and then show the true emotion of the scene. It was quite 

shocking to learn what the Pike River families had to go through 

in real life.  

The movie was released in NZ cinemas in October this year, and 

everyone can go to see it now. It was very weird seeing myself 

and my classmates on the big screen but I also thought the 

movie was very good and a thoughtful presentation of the Pike 

River story. It was very cool to be a small part of telling this 

important story.  Austin Walton 

Wā Hono Project Week 

Next week sees our annual Wā hono project week. All students are involved in one of 25 different projects that extend 

their learning or engage with the community.  

Some of the new projects this year include Life of an Athlete, where students learn about training, recovery, and 

nutrition, and Maunga Hikoi, where students learn about the history and geography of local maunga as they build up 

their step count! Favourites from previous years are still running, including Christmas Connection, Nature Beauty and 

the Music Tour. 

This week is one of the highlights of the year for students as they experience learning in different ways. We are expecting 

high levels of attendance and engagement as usual. 

Junior House Week 

Junior House Week in Week 8 was an amazing and successful event for 

Lynfield College, which featured a full lineup of activities that brought 

energy and school spirit to the juniors. The week included competitive 

sport events such as Basketball, Turbo Touch, and an intense Volleyball 

match, followed by an enthusiastic Lip-Sync Battle showcasing creative 

and entertaining performances. It wrapped up with a colourful House non-

uniform day, a final Tug-of-War competition, and fundraising through ice 

block sales and non-uniform donations for the hardship fund.  

This week was organised by Misha Kurian and Joey Monzon. Junior house 

week achieved its goal to raise school spirit and have all juniors active and 

involved. 
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9IL Hard Materials Project – Upcycling Heritage Timber into Functional 
Design 

This term, 9IL students engaged in an exciting hard materials project, combining heritage conservation, upcycling, and 

design skills. The exterior cladding of the Titirangi War Memorial Hall was recently replaced with a modern product 

called Abodo, using the same dimensions as the heritage structure to comply with building regulations. The original 

timber was donated to our students, giving them a unique opportunity to work with authentic, reclaimed wood. 

Students were tasked with designing and creating a mobile phone stand that was both functional and aesthetically 

pleasing. The project required them to: 

➢ Apply technology planning skills including sketches, dimension planning, prototyping and material selection. 

➢ Use a variety of workshop equipment such as saws, drills, and sanders to accurately shape and assemble their 

stands. 

➢ Experiment with finishing techniques, applying beeswax kindly donated by Ken from the Ministry of Bees, to 

enhance the wood’s natural character and provide durability. 

Each design had to consider ergonomics, stability, and visual appeal, allowing students to think creatively while applying 

practical skills. The resulting mobile phone stands are unique, high-quality pieces that students can take home with 

pride. This project not only developed students’ technical skills but also emphasized sustainable design and the value of 

repurposing materials. 

We extend special thanks to Stuart Roscoe for his time and expertise, Cassidy Construction for their careful 

deconstruction of the building, and Auckland Council for supporting this fantastic learning opportunity. 
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Timetable Changes for 2026 

We are making changes to our daily structure for next year. These are in response to concerns from staff and students 

about the gaps between classes in some subjects and the challenge of 90-minute periods for some juniors. We are also 

conscious of the many changes to curriculum that staff are managing in 2026 and beyond. 

The main changes are as follows: 

• The timetable will run over six days, Day 1 – 6. These will be set for the year in January and communicated with 

families. This means that students won’t lose learning due to public holidays. 

• On Tuesdays, school will start for students at 9.30am. Staff will have professional development from 8.30am – 

9.25am. This is like what several of our local high schools already do. 

• Each day will follow the same structure of one 90-minute period, followed by three 60-minute periods. The 90-

minute period will be split into curriculum learning and Literacy/Numeracy for Year 9s and 10s. We are working 

hard on developing engaging and relevant learning activities for junior students to see how literacy and 

numeracy are included across the curriculum as well as developing their functional skills. 

• Senior students (Year 11 – 13) continue to have a Life Skills programme, including career development, financial 

literacy, basic cooking and handy skills, and voting. For Junior students (Year 9 – 10) we are introducing a 

programme where students can choose an interest or skill to develop. These include Maths support, cultural 

groups, book club, and sports groups. The aim of this time is to build student connections to the school in a 

variety of ways. Students and the community identified this as an area to develop in the Annual Survey this 

year. 

We are looking forward to the positive impacts of these timetable changes. 

 

Exchange to Germany 2026 

The relationship between Lynfield College and Ernst-Haekel Gymnasium in Werder-under-Havel has been going strong 

for over twenty years. We are excited to be taking a group to Germany in September 2026, and have started booking 

travel and activities. There are still a few available places for students who have taken German in the past, hosted 

students from Germany, or who are interested in growing their international perspective. Please contact Mirjam 

Wradastch, Teacher of German, for more information, mwradatsch@lynfield.school.nz  

 

Flip N Fly Circus School 

Year 10 and 11 Dance students had an enriching experience at the Flip N Fly circus school. Guided by industry 

professionals, they explored acro, silks, lyra, the assisted tumbling trampoline and other entertaining equipment. It was 

a great opportunity to experience dance in different contexts.  

 

mailto:mwradatsch@lynfield.school.nz
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Sports Scene 

UNIFORM RETURN   

As all Winter and Summer sports have finished for the year, please return all sports uniforms to the Sports Office ASAP. 

As per the permission slips approved at the beginning of the season, any damaged or lost or not returned uniform will 

need to be replaced and thus a Uniform Replacement Fee will need to be paid.  

CRICKET 1ST XI BOYS 

Having fought hard to get themselves to the place they wanted to be, our Cricket 1st XI Boys matched up against 

Avondale for the final of the 1B Cricket Season. The occasion was great, the pitch was pristine and the weather was 

phenomenal which made for a great match between the two schools. As they won the toss, Avondale elected to bat 

first and got off to a flying start. After 7 overs, we’d applied plenty of pressure and had kept Avondale to 3/29, a great 

spot for us but this was then followed by a 14 over 69 run partnership which was difficult to crack. Once we were able 

to make a breakthrough though, we picked up the remaining 6 wickets for only 29 runs. There were some incredible 

fielding and bowling performances from our team, most notably Vedant’s difficult one handed catch from his own bowl, 

Vyom with an over the head one handed high catch near the boundary where the ball had got lost in the sun; and 

Vedant’s bowling figures - 5.2 overs, 1 maiden, 11 runs and 3 wickets with a 2.06 economy!  

Having got Avondale all out for 126 was a great fielding performance from the Lynfield boys but there was still a big job 

to do with the bat and we knew Avondale would be sharp with the ball in hand. A few early dismissals meant that it was 

difficult for our batsmen to get fully settled in against their bowlers, facing a mix of quick pacers and deceptive spinners. 

Unfortunately the team fell short by 20 runs, getting all out for 107. It was an extremely close and tense match and the 

team is gutted to have not achieved their goal of winning the championship. However the dream doesn’t end here just 

yet. At the beginning of next year we will be playing a match against Glendowie College where the winning team will be 

moved into the 1A grade. A big off season for the boys to improve their skills and come back hungry for promotion next 

season.  

A big thnk you to our year 13s leaving this year - Captain Shiv Patel, Ayush Swarnapuri and Rudra Pandya. You have been 

incredible and immensely valuable members of Lynfield Cricket for many years now and we greatly appreciate all the 

effort you have put in for school cricket since Year 9. We wish you the best for your futures.  
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AKSS JUNIOR VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

On the 12th – 14th November our top Junior Volleyball Boys and Girls teams competed in the AKSS Volleyball Champs 

held at Pulman Park, Takanini.  

Our Boys had a very tough tournament. Playing several very close matches but unfortunately coming away on the wrong 

side of those results too often. Our match against Green Bay was a highlight for the week as our previous coach Peter 

Jamieson was taking their team this year.  

Our Girls team had an outstanding tournament. Coming out of the group stage with 2 wins over Avondale and Kristin 

meant that our girls had qualified for the Division 1 tournament!  

This is already an incredible achievement for the team to have qualified into the Top 16 after being the 34th seed team 

at the beginning of the tournament. Day 2 brought some very tough and competitive games for the girls, ending with 3 

loses but there were positives taken out of the day as they won a set against Mangere College who were the 8th seeded 

team and nearly taking a game off Macleans who finished in 3rd. Day 3 for the girls had them playing off for 13-16 place 

overall and similarly to Day 2, we were unfortunately on the bad end of a couple 2-1 results. Regardless of how the 

tournament ended, the girls should be extremely proud to have finished in 16th overall out of 52 teams when they were 

the 34th seed going into the competition. Congratulations Girls! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRICKET 1ST XI GIRLS 

Girls 1st XI played in the Open Grade for the Term 4 season and were competitive playing against some premier teams, 

finishing 8th. With a win vs Kristin, a draw vs Mt Albert Grammer School and losses vs strong teams from Takapuna, St 

Cuths and Baradene there were a lot of positives to take from these games. Lynfield girls look forward to the Term 1 

season and playing in the  A1 Grade. We would like to wish our Year 13 Sanaa Kothiwala, who has been a great asset to 

the team as wicketkeeper and opening batter, all the best in her future endeavors. 

 

SUMMER TEAMS PLACINGS  

CRICKET 

1st XI Boys - 2nd place 1B Grade 

1st XI Girls – 8th place Girls 1st XI Open Grade 

Junior Boys Gold - 5th Place Junior LO40 

Junior Boys Green - TBC Last game on 29/11 

VOLLEYBALL  

Junior Boys Gold - 9th Place Central West Boys Grade 

Junior Girls Gold - 3rd Place Central Girls Grade 

Junior Boys Green  - 4th Place Central Boys Grade 

WATER POLO 

Junior Mixed Composite - Currently 8th equal, 2 games to play 
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Uniform & Stationery Shop 

LAST TRADING DAY FRIDAY 5TH DECEMBER 

LATE NIGHT WEDNESDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 4.00 PM – 8.00 PM (ENTRY THROUGH GATE 2). 

2026 STATIONERY ORDERS - YOU CAN NOW ORDER YOUR STATIONERY ONLINE FOR 2026.   

STATIONERY IS PACKAGED FOR YOU READY FOR COLLECTION FROM WEDNESDAY 17TH DECEMBER 2025. 

SUBJECT STATIONERY LISTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE SHOP TAB ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 

 

UNIFORM SALES FOR 2026 (BOOKINGS ARE REQUIRED EXCEPT WHERE STATED) 

SATURDAY 17TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM.  SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM 

MONDAY 19TH JANUARY 12.00 PM – 2.00 PM SECOND HAND SALES ONLY – NO BOOKING REQUIRED 

TUESDAY 20TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 3.00 PM.  WEDNESDAY 21ST JANUARY 10.00 AM – 3.00 PM 

THURSDAY 22ND JANUARY 3.00 PM – 7.00 PM.  FRIDAY 23RD JANUARY 3.00 PM – 7.00 PM 

SATURDAY 24TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM.   SUNDAY 25TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM. 

MONDAY 26TH JANUARY CLOSED (AUCKLAND ANNIVERSARY DAY) 

 

REGULAR HOURS DURING TERM TIME 

The Uniform and Stationery shop is open to all students on site for their uniform and stationery needs during interval 

and lunchtime Mondays to Thursdays, and on Fridays before school at 8am and interval. 

We are not open on Saturday and Sunday during term time, Teacher Only Days, school holidays, or public holidays. 

Parents can attend the shop at the following times: 

Monday – Thursday 10.00am – 12.00pm and 12.30pm – 1.30pm.  Friday 8.00am – 11.30am 

SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

The Uniform and Stationery Shop also sells second hand items.  We ask that if you wish to purchase the second hand 

items, you do not come during student’s morning tea or lunchtimes. 

Please be aware that we do not have the full size range of second hand items. Proceeds from secondhand uniform 

sales go to our hardship fund to support students in need. 

LYNFIELD COLLEGE BLAZER 

The Lynfield College blazer is available to all students. The cost is $260 

and it can be purchased from the Uniform Shop. We only have a few 

available in each size at the moment, but if we have high demand, more 

stock can be brought in. 

ONLINE ORDERING 

Online ordering is available through our website 

https://lynfield.school.nz/shop.html.  Payment can be made by direct 

credit or credit card and students onsite are able to collect the items from 

the shop during the above times.  Orders are usually ready the next day. 

Returns Policy:  We require a purchase receipt, tags and the skirt “runner 

stitch” to still be in garments to process returns.  Please be aware that we 

can only return items up to 90 days from the date on your receipt. 

LOST PROPERTY 

If your child has lost uniform items, please ask them to check the Lost 

Property bin outside the uniform shop. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO NAME YOUR UNIFORM. 

https://lynfield.school.nz/shop.html
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Community News 

TEE OFF FOR A GOOD CAUSE! 

 

 

 

 


