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From Tumuaki Cath Knell 
He aha te mea nui o te ao  
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 
What is the most important thing in the world? 

It is the people, it is the people, it is the people. 

 

Kia ora koutou, 

This is our last NewsLink for 2025. 

Celebrating student success has been the theme for much of Term 4. This has 

continued over the last week with the Adult ESOL students’ prizegiving last 

Wednesday, the Learning Support students’ prizegiving last Friday and our Year 9 and 

10 prizegivings yesterday. Thank you to those who joined us, whether in person or 

online. 

We are proud of our students and the growth they have shown over the past year. 

Wā hono  

It was awesome seeing our Year 9 and 10 students actively engaged in their Wā hono 

activities last week. The learning not only came from the outcomes of their projects 

but in the skills that they both used and developed. Feedback about the significance of 

the activities for others in the community show how much these are appreciated. One 

of these included a message from the recipient of a Christmas cake and card, donated 

to Age Concern.  “Your gift is most opportune. I live alone, no family, and this week I 

will be in hospital for belated surgery. Do thank and commend the staff and their 

students. A wonderful seasonal outreach.” 

Planning for 2026 

Please note the start date and times for our students for 2026.  

Course completion for Years 11, 12 and 13 will be held on Thursday 29 January with 

each of the year levels in at different times throughout the day. It is important that 

all students attend.  

The Ministry of Education has advised that schools are entitled to two days for 

curriculum related planning purposes in 2026. The first Teacher Only Day for 2026 

will be in Term 1 on Wednesday 18 March and the second in Term 3 on Thursday 5 

November.  

Thank you for your support of the college this year.  

Wishing you a safe and happy summer break. 

Kia noho haumaru - stay safe and well 

Cath Knell 

Tumuaki | Principal 
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TERM 1 2026 BEGINS 

Thursday 29 January 

Y9 start 9.00am – 3.10pm 

Y13 start 10.30 – 11.30am 

Y12 start 11.30am – 12.30pm 

Y11 start 12.30 – 1.30pm 

Y10 start 1.30 – 2.30pm 

Friday 30 January 

Y9 attend 9.00am – 3.10pm 

Monday 2 February 

Y9 – Y13 attend on timetable 

9.00am – 3.10pm 

Friday 6 February 

WAITANGI DAY 

Wednesday 18 March 

Teacher Only Day 
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Year 10 Prizegiving 

Year 10 Boys Merit Cup Winner (Top Boys Merit Award Student):  Yuzuki Okuwaki 

Year 10 Girls Merit Cup Winner (Top Girls Merit Award Student):  Chelsea Silveira 

 

Year 10 Merit Awards:  Misha Kurian, Charlotte Hsiao, Ram Veerappan, Isaac Sun,  

Ava Wallace, Litea Pita, Shreshta Reddy, Susanna van Niekerk 

 

Year 10 Engagement Awards:  Saffron McGoram, Takara Shimakura, Autumn Kieran,  

Dustin Andrews, Nina Liu, Myra Clemmett, Ellie Yan, Siobhan Wong, Feronia Chen, 

Izzy Connor, Cassandra Walters, Trishona Adhikari, Alan Sutherland, Milla McLean,  

Llewellyn Butcher, Charlotte Hsiao 

 

Year 10 Hui mai Awards:  Tiamo Wild, Ekamjot Kaur, Wajiha Sohail, Takara Shimakura,  

Lara Boyle, Nina Liu, Saachi Ranchhod, Laurene Tagala, Myra Clemmett, Ellie Yan, 

Marcus Angelo Tarcelo, Angela Li, Feronia Chen, Izzy Connor, Jewel Queen Cyril, 

Suzi Va’a, Susanna van Niekerk, Shreshta Reddy, Ava Wallace, Ram Veerappan,  

Misha Kurian, Chealsea Silveira 

 

Outstanding Sporting Achievement Award:  Llewellyn Butcher 

Year 10 Sportsman of the Year:  Llewellyn Butcher 

Year 10 Sportswoman of the Year:  Charlotte Hsiao 

Year 10 Arts & Culture Performer of the Year:  Milla McLean 

 

Junior Musician of the Year:  August Smith 

Junior Dancer of the Year:  Seth Hunt 

Junior Drama Award:  Alan Sutherland 

Top Junior ESOL Student Award:  Azelea Fabro 

Top Junior Debater EQUAL:  Isaac Sun, Jewel Queen Cyril 

Junior Sports Team of the Year:  Basketball Boys Junior Gold 

Y10 Team Members:  Mico Algen Avila, Ramon Ezekiel Osorio, Joshua Relucio, 

Bon Rementas, Maleko Lau’i, Kaelan Pippin, Caleb Savage, Upreti Pujan 

Junior Group of the Year:  Production Team 

Y10 Group Members: Milla McLean, Charlotte Hsiao, Ava Wallace, Cassandra Walters,  

Seth Hunt, Alan Sutherland, Chahak Uppadhyay, Joey Monzon, Misha Kurian 

Manaakitanga Award Trophy:  Suzu Va’a 

Lumino The Dentists Health Prizes – Year 10 PE & Health:   

Charlotte Hsiao, Cassandra Walters 
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Year 9 Prizegiving 

Year 9 Girls Merit Cup Winner (Top Girls Merit Award Student):  Sabrina Ave 

Year 9 Boys Merit Cup Winner (Top Boys Merit Award Student):  Elon Satrio 

 

Year 9 Merit Awards:  Genesis Hu, Ayanna Sree, Rhea Aulakh, Molly Brodie, Josh Kuo,  

Mae Ding, Lucia Menon, Ukura Raina 

 

Year 9 Engagement Awards:  Rhea Aulakh, Anna Brown, Ann Chen, Tanya Darji, 

Amy Hawke, Olive Kean, Josh Kuo, Leon Morris, Josh Parkinson, Lily Puletaha,  

Jacqueline Sor, Jake Vette, Audrey Zhang, Liam Zhang,  

 

Year 9 Hui mai Awards:  Luca Apelu, Rhea Aulakh, Sabrina Ave, Jugaad Bajwa,  

Vishruth Bandaru, Isla Branson, Molly Brodie, Anna Brown, Liam Buys, Mae Ding,  

Akshara Janga, Vardaan Kansara, Aleena Kizhakke Valappil, Josh Kuo, Caleb McLellan, 

Lucia Menon, Leon Morris, Ayanna Sree, Spence Garlette Palma, Josh Parkinson, 

Sanvi Patel, Benjamin Robinson, Harshil Shah 

 

Year 9 Sportswoman of the Year:  Ayanna Sree 

Year 9 Arts & Culture Performer of the Year:  Sabrina Ave 

 

Junior Sports Team of the Year:  Basketball Boys Junior Gold 

Y9 Team Members:  Jeth Harry Alcantara, Benjamin Robinson 

Junior Group of the Year:  Production Team 

Y9 Group Members: Sabrina Ave, Rhea Aulakh, Molly Brodie 

Winner of the Junior Piano Competition Vivace Cup:  Genesis Hu 

Lumino The Dentists Health Prizes – Year 9 PE & Health:  Layla Baty, Parv Gupta 

 

 

Respecting other schools 

While we finished on 8th December, our local primaries and intermediates do not finish until later in December. They 

have requested that our students do not visit the schools while they still have classes and activities. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

Leavers’ Dinner 

On the night of Monday 1st December, Year 13 students met at Sorrento in the Park for the annual Leavers’ Dinner.  It 

was a special event with students and staff gathering to share memories and reflect on the journey of the last five 

years!  The evening marked a meaningful end to school life and an exciting beginning to the future ahead.  We wish 

them all the best! 
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9IL Auckland Botanic Gardens Trip and City Project 

At the beginning of week 8 of this term, 9IL took a trip to the Auckland Botanic Gardens to learn about Spongey Cities - 

an exciting and new opportunity offered by Auckland Council. Here, students were led through a series of hands-on 

workshops to get them thinking of alternative solutions to damage to our cities caused by weather events and flooding 

driven by climate change. Some of the key learning included how to prevent floods using plants, different drainage 

systems and how water is absorbed by different natural materials.  

The Botanic Gardens trip, along with learning throughout the year in Maths, Science, English, Technology, Humanities 

and P.E. and Health helped inspire ideas for the students’ City Project where they had to design a futuristic city on the 

Moon, Mars or Venus for the year 2050. Whānau and caregivers were invited to see all the amazing ideas and creations 

students came up with!  
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ICDL Digital Literacy Challenge 2025 

From March to October 2025, Ayaan Vasudeva proudly represented our 

school in the ICDL Asia Digital Challenge, a major international competition 

featuring over 13,000 students from 230 schools and institutions across 13 

countries. 

Competing in the Emerging Tech category at the Secondary level, Ayaan 

earned an impressive Bronze Award, placing him among the top young 

digital innovators in the region. This category highlights future-focused 

technologies such as AI, robotics and smart systems—areas in which Ayaan 

showed strong creativity, problem-solving and technical skill. 

His hard work over the eight-month period, combined with his curiosity and 

determination, helped him excel on a global platform. 

We congratulate Ayaan on this outstanding achievement and celebrate his 

growing success in the digital world. 

 

 

 

Wā Hono Project Week 

BotArt 

Students in the ArtBot Wa Hono group constructed a jigger bot with a small 2 volt motor, AA batteries, marker pens and 

a cup. In the spirit of Jackson Pollock we then went on to make art with it. We then added armour to our bots for a bot 

battle. Followed by games in the afternoon.  
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Junior Music Performance 
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Dipping into Culture 

The Learning Support Department chose Dipping into Culture for their Wā Hono activity. The cultures we featured this 

time were Japan, Canada, Mexico and Africa. Some Year 10 students chose to be with us again and join our seniors for 

activities that included making sushi, churros and poutine. Craft activities included origami, making paper flowers and 

making dream catchers. Students were enthusiastic and involved in all activities. Even some of the pickiest of eaters 

chose to sample the food they made. It was a fun filled week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horror Movies 
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The Lynfield Leader Online! 

Intrepid young journos from Year 9 and 10 spent their Wā Hono week investigating our local activities and writing up 

their news stories. Students learnt interviewing and newswriting skills and have produced a compelling newspaper for 

everyone to enjoy and remember their 2025 Wā Hono experience. Take a look! 

https://online.fliphtml5.com/ljtbo/nvjb/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Haunting of Lynfield 

The Haunting of Lynfield Wā Hono group has spent the last four days transforming our kura into a full-blown film set — 

complete with jump scares, psycho killers, creepy corridors, and an impressive line-up of extremely committed 

“victims.” Students explored the conventions of the horror genre, from suspenseful lighting and eerie sound design to 

classic chase scenes that would make Hollywood proud. 

Working in small production groups, they developed their own concepts, wrote mini-scripts, planned shot lists, created 

logos for their “production companies,” and filmed across a range of school locations (yes, even the notoriously creepy 

stairwells).  

Along the way, they picked up real screen-production skills — directing, camera work, editing, teamwork, and problem-

solving — all wrapped inside a project that was equal parts thrilling and educational. The final films were screened to 

much screaming (the good kind) and applause. 

Ka rawe to everyone involved — Lynfield has never been so terrifying… in the best possible way. 

https://youtu.be/BzNYuHvq548?si=GgkjFxMrrl-ZBiKA 

https://online.fliphtml5.com/ljtbo/nvjb/
https://youtu.be/BzNYuHvq548?si=GgkjFxMrrl-ZBiKA
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Maunga Hikoi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rangatahi in the Community 

Over the past 4 days we have enjoyed an array of experiences together. Our kaupapa for the wiki was one of our school 

values Manaakitanga-Respect for each other, ourselves and our environment. Some of our our activities included: 

visiting Pourewa Gardens, cleaning up trash at Wattle Bay, Margaret Griffin Park, playing tag, creating a mara kai, putting 

a hangi on, singing our school waiata and haka and hearing from Hayden a past Lynfield student and his kamupene: Sea 

cleaners. He mihi mahana ki nga kaiako e awhina ana i tenei wiki, ki nga akonga kia pai te Kirihimete! 
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End of Year Whanau Hui 

Our end of year hui whanau was held on Thursday 4th December at the school whare. Whanau, akonga and kaiako were 

present to celebrate our tau 13s, Young Maori leaders and student executives. Kapa haka performed and we also 

presented Ms Mackey with a korowai, as she will be leaving Lynfield after over 20 years of service. 

Ka nui te mihi ki nga tangata katoa e tautoko ana i te kaupapa. Meri Kirihimete me nga mihi o te tau hou. 

Na matou o te Roopu whai take Māori                                                                                                   

Photo credit: Vini Lagaaia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timetable Changes for 2026 

We are making changes to our daily structure for next year. These are in response to concerns from staff and students 

about the gaps between classes in some subjects and the challenge of 90-minute periods for some juniors. We are also 

conscious of the many changes to curriculum that staff are managing in 2026 and beyond. 

The main changes are as follows: 

• The timetable will run over six days, Day 1 – 6. These will be set for the year in January and communicated with 

families. This means that students won’t lose learning due to public holidays. 

• On Tuesdays, school will start for students at 9.30am. Staff will have professional development from 8.30am – 

9.25am. This is like what several of our local high schools already do. 

• Each day will follow the same structure of one 90-minute period, followed by three 60-minute periods. The 90-

minute period will be split into curriculum learning and Literacy/Numeracy for Year 9s and 10s. We are working hard 

on developing engaging and relevant learning activities for junior students to see how literacy and numeracy are 

included across the curriculum as well as developing their functional skills. 

• Senior students (Year 11 – 13) continue to have a Life Skills programme, including career development, financial 

literacy, basic cooking and handy skills, and voting. For Junior students (Year 9 – 10) we are introducing a programme 

where students can choose an interest or skill to develop. These include Maths support, cultural groups, book club, 

and sports groups. The aim of this time is to build student connections to the school in a variety of ways. Students 

and the community identified this as an area to develop in the Annual Survey this year. 

We are looking forward to the positive impacts of these timetable changes. 
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NCEA Exams 

NCEA exams and New Zealand Scholarship exams for the year finished on November 28.  These ran very smoothly thanks 

to our well organised Exam Centre Manager, Ryan Johnstone and Principal’s Nominee, Jenn Moss. Our students 

demonstrated wairua kaha by being incredibly well organised. Congratulations students, on your hard work and 

preparation for the exams. We also acknowledge the effort of our teachers and whānau over the year in preparing and 

supporting our students for their assessments and exams. 

Students will be able to access their NCEA results through the NZQA learner login on 14 January 2026, and to see their 

assessed NCEA exam papers online from 20 January 2026.  

New Zealand Scholarship results will be available on 10 February 2026, along with assessed exam papers. Students are 

advised to check their login details for NZQA’s Student Login(external link) , so they won’t need to find their details or 

reset their password on release day.  

A message from NZQA: The period between exams and results can be filled with anticipation - and sometimes anxiety. 

To help students manage this time, we encourage the following: 

• Take time to recharge: Celebrate your hard work and enjoy the summer break. 

• Talk it out: Whether it’s with whānau, friends, or a trusted teacher, sharing your thoughts can ease the pressure. 

• Explore your options: If your results aren’t what you hoped for, there are still pathways forward - see the information 

on NZQA’s website(external link). 

• Reach out for support: Services like Youthline (0800 376 633), 1737 (call or text), and What's Up (0800 942 8787) are 

available for confidential support. 

Exchange to Germany 2026 

The relationship between Lynfield College and Ernst-Haekel Gymnasium in Werder-under-Havel has been going strong 

for over twenty years. We are excited to be taking a group to Germany in September 2026, and have started booking 

travel and activities. There are still a few available places for students who have taken German in the past, hosted 

students from Germany, or who are interested in growing their international perspective. Please contact Mirjam 

Wradastch, Teacher of German, for more information, mwradatsch@lynfield.school.nz  

 

Sport Scene 

Cricket Boys 1st and 2nd XI Trials 

With the Cricket season starting very early in term 1 for 2026, we will be holding trials on Friday 23rd of January. Because 

of this, it is extra important that you are checking the Schoolbridge notices and your emails during January so that you 

don’t miss the sign up document which will also be sent out via email to all Year 11, 12 and 13 students for 2026. A 

permission slip will also be sent out to all trialists which will need to be approved by caregivers before you can take part 

in the trial. More information to come out in the new year, just remember to check the notices and your emails. 

Thank You 

Lastly, we’d like to thank our incredible coaches, managers, drivers, scorers, supporters and photographers from our 

community for all your work throughout the season supporting our students’ sporting endeavours. You are the ones 

who enable our students to compete at all levels, achieve their goals and form strong social connections with one 

another and the impact you leave on our students' lives is invaluable. Thank you once again and we look forward to 

having you back for another successful sporting year in 2026.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/login/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/student-assessment-hub/managing-the-pressure-of-results/
https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/student-assessment-hub/managing-the-pressure-of-results/
mailto:mwradatsch@lynfield.school.nz
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Fan Club 

A big thanks to everyone who streamed Fan Club’s new song, Text Me When You Land and helping them reach #16 

place  in the Official Aotearoa  Music Charts “Hot 20 Singles”. 

This was the first charting success for the band! (combination of radio plays, digital streams and downloads). 

Thanks also to a few who came out to their final gig at Big Fan, which was a wonderful celebration of their success. 

They drop their 2nd EP on Friday 12 December and you can pre-save/listen here: https://music.drm.co.nz/when-you-

land 

Thanks for your support.  

Fan Club over and out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://aotearoamusiccharts.co.nz/charts/hot-aotearoa-singles
https://music.drm.co.nz/when-you-land
https://music.drm.co.nz/when-you-land
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Uniform & Stationery Shop 

2026 STATIONERY ORDERS - YOU CAN NOW ORDER YOUR STATIONERY ONLINE FOR 2026.   

STATIONERY IS PACKAGED FOR YOU READY FOR COLLECTION FROM WEDNESDAY 17TH DECEMBER 2025. 

SUBJECT STATIONERY LISTS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE SHOP TAB ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 

 

UNIFORM SALES FOR 2026 (BOOKINGS ARE REQUIRED EXCEPT WHERE STATED) 

SATURDAY 17TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM.  SUNDAY 18TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM 

MONDAY 19TH JANUARY 12.00 PM – 2.00 PM SECOND HAND SALES ONLY – NO BOOKING REQUIRED 

TUESDAY 20TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 3.00 PM.  WEDNESDAY 21ST JANUARY 10.00 AM – 3.00 PM 

THURSDAY 22ND JANUARY 3.00 PM – 7.00 PM.  FRIDAY 23RD JANUARY 3.00 PM – 7.00 PM 

SATURDAY 24TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM.   SUNDAY 25TH JANUARY 10.00 AM – 4.00 PM. 

MONDAY 26TH JANUARY CLOSED (AUCKLAND ANNIVERSARY DAY) 

TUESDAY 27TH JANUARY CLOSED, STAFF ONLY DAY 

 

REGULAR HOURS DURING TERM TIME 

The Uniform and Stationery shop is open to all students on site for their uniform and stationery needs during interval 

and lunchtime Mondays to Thursdays, and on Fridays before school at 8am and interval. 

We are not open on Saturday and Sunday during term time, Teacher Only Days, school holidays, or public holidays. 

Parents can attend the shop at the following times: 

Monday – Thursday 10.00am – 12.00pm and 12.30pm – 1.30pm.  Friday 8.00am – 11.30am 

SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

The Uniform and Stationery Shop also sells second hand items.  We ask that if you wish to purchase the second hand 

items, you do not come during student’s morning tea or lunchtimes. 

Please be aware that we do not have the full size range of second hand items. Proceeds from secondhand uniform 

sales go to our hardship fund to support students in need. 

LYNFIELD COLLEGE BLAZER 

The Lynfield College blazer is available to all students. The cost is $260 

and it can be purchased from the Uniform Shop. We only have a few 

available in each size at the moment, but if we have high demand, more 

stock can be brought in. 

ONLINE ORDERING 

Online ordering is available through our website 

https://lynfield.school.nz/shop.html.  Payment can be made by direct 

credit or credit card and students onsite are able to collect the items from 

the shop during the above times.  Orders are usually ready the next day. 

Returns Policy:  We require a purchase receipt, tags and the skirt “runner 

stitch” to still be in garments to process returns.  Please be aware that we 

can only return items up to 90 days from the date on your receipt. 

LOST PROPERTY 

If your child has lost uniform items, please ask them to check the Lost 

Property bin outside the uniform shop. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO NAME YOUR UNIFORM. 

 

https://lynfield.school.nz/shop.html

