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From Tumuaki Cath Knell 
He aha te mea nui o te ao  
He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 
What is the most important thing in the world? 

It is the people, it is the people, it is the people. 

Kia ora koutou 

Welcome to 2026! We have had almost 450 new students join Lynfield College for 

2026 and new enrolment applications for In-Zone enrolments are still being received. 

To those whānau joining us for the first time an extra warm welcome. We look 

forward to working with you over the course of the year and meeting you on the 

sports sideline, at culture events or at our parent / whānau meetings. The first of 

these is the Year 9 whānau BBQ on Wednesday 25 February. 

Staff Changes 

We have also had 16 new-to-Lynfield staff join us and we look forward to introducing 

them in subsequent newsletters. Their energy and enthusiasm has been great to see. 

They are settling in exceptionally well and have already become actively involved in 

the wider life of the school.  

Alongside welcoming new staff we bid farewell to Deputy Principal Lisa Wichman-

Kelly. Lisa has been appointed to the position of Associate Principal at Aorere College. 

The students and staff taking Lisa over for her mihi whakatau have made new friends 

and we look forward to a strengthened connection between our schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leadership in Action 

The new year has not started well for everyone. Our thoughts in particular go out to 

schools that have lost students or staff in the recent weather events. Our Head 

Students have reached out with messages of support for their counterparts. If you 

are aware of areas where extra support is needed do please let us know. 
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Friday 6 February 

WAITANGI DAY 

Tuesday 10 February 

Y10 – 13 ID Photos 

Thursday 19 February 

Badges Assembly 

Friday 20 February 

House Sports Day 

Wednesday 25 February 

Year 9 Whanau BBQ 6-7.30pm 
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E V E N T S  
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Staff Professional Learning 

With the changes facing schools this year our staff have Professional Learning scheduled from 8.30am every Tuesday 

morning. This has resulted in a later start for students on this day. All staff started 2026 with a day spent at 

Tumutumuwhenua, Ōrākei Marae. We all came away having learned something new and look forward to further 

collaborations with Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei on our Education Plans. 

Punctuality and Manners 

In support of getting our students back into the routine, staff have been speaking with those who have arrived after the 

bell. Punctuality is important for learning, achievement, and a student’s sense of connection at school. Regular 

punctuality supports positive routines, strong learning habits, and success across all subjects. We appreciate your 

support in ensuring that students are onsite and ready to learn at least 5 minutes before the start of the school day. 

We thank those who have demonstrated our school value of manaakitanga - we are respectful, as they journey to and 

from school. Making space on footpaths, using pedestrian crossings provided and allowing those already waiting at the 

bus stop to board first makes such a difference to how they are perceived. 

“Kia pai tō Rā o Waitangi" - wishing you a good Waitangi Day 

Nga mihi nui 

Cath Knell 

Tumuaki | Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pōwhiri for New Students and Staff 

Our new Year 9s, along with new staff and International Students, were welcomed with a pōwhiri last Thursday. The 

Year 9s moved from the Hall to House meetings, where they learnt about our House traditions and namesakes, then to 

their Hui mai classes. Senior students were present as Peer Support leaders, to help students build connections and find 

their way around the school. This knowledge was put to the test in the afternoon quiz, where students showed they 

had learnt a lot in the first day.  Friday morning was dedicated to the nuts and bolts of being ready for learning on 

Monday, including logging into the network, finding out where to see the notices on Schoolbridge, and getting to know 

their learning class. Tabloid sports on Friday afternoon was a great way to put teamwork into action and encourage Hui 

mai classmates to be successful. 
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Year 9 Whanau BBQ Evening 

We welcome all Year 9 students and their whānau to a BBQ from 6.00 – 7.30pm on Wednesday 25 February on the 

school field. You’ll have an opportunity to meet the Hui mai teachers and key staff, as well as other families. More details 

will be sent out next week.    

Literacy / Numeracy Boost 

The importance of literacy and numeracy skills cannot be overstated, both as part of being a young adult and for 

academic success. To support students in the development of these skills, all Year 9s and 10s have 30 minutes of specific 

literacy and numeracy skills each day. These lessons are connected to their subjects and build on the content being 

covered in class, with a different school focus every six-day cycle. Cycle 1 is focusing on Purpose and Audience (levels of 

formality, writer’s point of view, identifying text type, etc) for literacy and Operations on Numbers (decimals, fractions, 

percentages, etc) in numeracy. Cycle 2 will develop skills around text structure and mathematical relationships. 

Exchange to Germany 2026 

The relationship between Lynfield College and Ernst-Haekel Gymnasium in Werder-under-Havel has been going strong 

for over twenty years. We are excited to be taking a group to Germany in September 2026, and have started booking 

travel and activities. There are still a few available places for students who have taken German in the past, hosted 

students from Germany, or who are interested in growing their international perspective. Please contact Mirjam 

Wradatsch, Teacher of German, for more information, mwradatsch@lynfield.school.nz  

mailto:mwradatsch@lynfield.school.nz
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Welcome to our new Staff 

We are delighted to have the following new staff at the College and look forward to introducing them 

over the next few issues of NewsLink. 
Michael Botur, English 

Georgina Campbell, Health and PE 

Richard Fearnhead, Health and PE 

Chase Gatland, Health and PE 

Mathew Graham, Science 

Kathryn Hunter, ESOL 

Patrick Izett, Learning Assistant 

Kelila Jaffe, Home Economics and Hospitality Support 

Vincent Momberg, Food Technology and Hospitality 

Curtis Naughton, Health and PE 

Stephen Newnham, HOD Hard Materials 

Tim Stewart, Itinerant Musician 

David Taylor, Health and PE 

Mele Tu’uefiafi, Health and PE 

Kurt Ulai-Laurenson, Learning Assistant 

Veronica Zane, ESOL 

Welcome back to the following returning staff 

Suresh Nanu, Mathematics 

Head Students 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Leadership Training 

The 2026 Student Executive kicked off the year with leadership training on 27th and 28th January. Students took part 

in various brainstorming activities, portfolio work, goal setting, and planning for upcoming events. Portfolio groups also 

led team-building games, providing a chance to practise their leadership skills while getting to know each other better. 

Student leaders worked with members of the kapa haka group, who guided them in learning the school haka for the 

Year 9 Pōwhiri on 29th January. It was a fun and meaningful way to get ready to welcome new students, whanau and 

new staff to the Lynfield community. 

This programme was a great chance for us to learn, connect, and prepare for the year ahead. As we move forward, we 

are excited about the opportunities that lie ahead. We’re looking forward to working closely with students, staff and 

the wider school community to create a successful and memorable year for everyone.  

Thanks to Mrs Clark for her support in making it all happen. We can’t wait to see what 2026 brings! 

From your Head Students, 

Ashton, Akeelah, Finau and Lupe   

Ashton Silveira 
Head Student 

Akeelah Te Rangi 
Head Student 

Lupe Fetuani 
Deputy Head Student 

Finau Lau’i 
Deputy Head Student 
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Year 13 Study Period 

Year 13 students who have study first thing in the morning have permission to arrive late to school  and go straight to 

either Hui mai or the next lesson on their timetable.  As per previous years Year 13 students may also leave early in the 

afternoon if they have study in the last block.  

Lynfield College School Ball 2026 

The Ball is an extra-curriculum event, provided by the College to those  Year 12 and Year 13 students who meet the 

criteria to attend. Attendance at the Ball is a privilege not a right. Students should be aware that ticket purchase (Term 

2) is conditional on the following: 

• Meeting all outstanding obligations to the College 

• Having no more than 5% unjustified absences 

• Meeting our Code of Conduct 

• Having no stand-downs or suspensions in the current year 

• Having paid fees owing to the College 

• Having presented signed and completed permission forms 

Please Note: An application for reconsideration of any of the above conditions may be made to the Principal at the time 

of ball ticket sales 
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International Students Orientation 

We are delighted to welcome 50 new International Students from China, Argentina, and Japan this term. On their first 

day, the students were formally welcomed with a pōwhiri alongside our Year 9 cohort, marking a special start to their 

time with us.  

Following this, we held an orientation session covering all things about school life and homestay, helping students settle 

in and feel supported. On Day Two, students enjoyed a walk up Maungawhau/Mount Eden, followed by a fun 10-pin 

bowling outing. Mixed into teams, students had the chance to make new friends across cultures, finishing the day with 

a shared pizza lunch back at school.  

We look forward to supporting our International Students as they continue to settle into school life, build friendships, 

and make the most of the many opportunities available to them during their time with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review and Reconsideration of NCEA Exam Papers 

A reminder, that the last day students can apply for a review and reconsideration of exam papers is 18th February. See 

the following link for information and the application process. We advise students to show their teacher the exam scripts 

before applying. Exam papers were returned to candidates digitally at the end of January. 

New Zealand Scholarship reviews and reconsiderations 

https://www2.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-secondary-quals/nz-scholarship/nz-scholarship-results/nz-scholarship-reviews-and-reconsiderations/
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China Cultural Exchange Scholarship 

Congratulations to Year 12 student Riveesh De Mal who has been awarded the 

2026 CNSST Jay Acton Kiwi-Dragon Cultural Exchange Scholarship. 

This is a significant achievement for Riveesh, who also received the Best Language 

Award at the 2025 New Zealand Schools Chinese Short Film Competition. 

Scholarship Overview 

The aim of the Kiwi-Dragon Scholarship is to provide local students with the 

opportunity to gain a deeper understanding and further enrich their knowledge of 

Chinese culture, thereby positively influencing the development of their social and 

cultural values throughout their life journey. 

Scholarship Coverage 

The scholarship includes: 

• At least 10 hours of Chinese language learning and a cultural programme in New Zealand prior to departure 

• Approximately 10-day overseas cultural experience in China, including: 

International return airfare 

International travel insurance 

All accommodation and meals in China 

Local transportation 

Tuition fees for a range of Chinese cultural programmes and activities 

 

Ara Lodge Award 

A huge congratulations goes out to Noah Pin (Y13/2025) for his Ara Lodge Award ($1500 award). This award goes to the 

top Level 3 Visual Art student at Lynfield College, selected by the Head of Art Mr Hambridge.  

Not only did Noah receive this award, his Visual Art Design portfolio was also selected by NZQA as being one of the top 

Design folios nationwide. Noah’s design folio will go on the TOP ART tour across NZ to help inspire the next round of 

Year 13 students.  

Well done Noah, you did the Creative Arts Faculty proud! 
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Lynfield College Teachers Experience Working in a Japanese School 

In January, two of our teachers, Mr Coop and Mrs Shahsavar, travelled to Japan for the experience of teaching in a 

Japanese school for a week. Organised by the Shinagawa-ku International Friendship Association (SIFA), this trip was 

reported by them both to be a hugely valuable and rewarding experience.  

Mr Coop managed to sneak in a few days skiing about 4 

hours northwest of Tokyo on Mt Myoko, then visited the 

temples of Kyoto before returning to Tokyo to begin 

teaching English at Hino Gakuen Elementary and Junior 

High school, who were most welcoming.  

Mrs Shahsavar found teaching at a junior high school in 

Japan was a valuable learning experience. It highlighted 

areas for professional growth, while also reinforcing a 

strong sense of pride in the way teaching and learning are 

approached at Lynfield College, particularly our focus on 

student voice, relationships, and inclusive practice. In her 

spare time, she visited a range of shrines and temples in 

Tokyo and Yokohama, which further enriched her cultural 

understanding. She believes these experiences are 

invaluable and worth considering for any teacher when 

the opportunity becomes available. 

Intended as a cultural exchange, their lessons contained cultural information about Aotearoa NZ, their families, our 

school, Lynfield College, as well as word/picture books for learning English and group activities. Following their work 

experience, they went on a day trip to Mt Fuji who opened her veil and looked incredible on a crystal clear Winter’s day. 

Mr Coop was very excited to have experienced Japanese culture, food and hospitality for the first time in his life.  

Both Mr Coop and Mrs Shahsavar convey their sincere thanks and appreciation to their host families, host schools,  Yumi 

from SIFA, Nakazawa from Shinagawa Board of Education, and finally to Ms Knell for managing the large amount of 

paperwork required to make the trip happen.  

Arigato gozaimasu.  
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Lynfield Musicians Spread Festive Cheer! 

Long after the school year had finished, a group of Lynfield 

Musicians were still going! 

As part of the Westfield St Lukes festive program, a group of 

students led by 2026 Head Student Ashton Silveira did 6 

performances in the mall. They were a massive hit with 

everyone that came through, and had a number of regular 

customers come back to listen on multiple days. Highlights 

were dancing with Santa, entertaining a group of kids, and 

meeting and jamming with New Zealand Blues musician Midge 

Marsden. 

Special thanks go to Nicky Pin for supporting the students during her time off, and to everyone that popped in to say hi! 

BYOD at Lynfield College 2026 

We expect each student to have their own device to complement their learning here at Lynfield College. Basic criteria 

for a device can be found e-Learning (lynfield.school.nz). There are a number of different retailers that provide devices 

for purchase. 

We acknowledge that some families may not be in a position to provide their child with a personal digital device. To 

support equitable access to learning, the school operates a device loan scheme, whereby a device may be loaned from 

the school for payment of a $40 refundable deposit. Hui Mai teachers have been discussing this information with 

students during the course of this week. Following these discussions, students will be provided with the relevant 

documentation to take home. 

If you require any further information or have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Dye, Deputy Principal, 

at edye@lynfield.school.nz, or Mr Winn, Deputy Principal, at rwinn@lynfield.school.nz. 

Have you downloaded our SchoolBridge App yet? 

This gives you easy access to report an absence, see attendance, results, ability to pay any fees, see sports draws, and 

report. Information about the app and login details can be found here  

 

 

 

 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolbridge/id1563090571 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.inboxdesign.SchoolBridgeApp 

Please Help Support Kowhai Kai 

Kōwhai Kai is a student wellbeing programme that supports Lynfield College students and their whānau going through 

hardship. At the start of lunch time, kai is provided in D12 for students who do not have the means to bring lunch to 

school. If you want to find out more, you can contact Mr Dye, Deputy Principal edye@lynfield.school.nz  This has been 

able to operate thanks to the generosity of our community. We would love to make connection with new coporate 

sponsors. 

DONATIONS CAN BE MADE TO: LYNFIELD COLLEGE BOARD, 12-3049-0248027-00, REF: KŌWHAI KAI 

https://www.lynfield.school.nz/Curriculum/e-Learning.html
mailto:edye@lynfield.school.nz
mailto:rwinn@lynfield.school.nz
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1a3l1e1NiwNra50hT99VbDosPB4_WWcmy/view?usp=drive_link
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolbridge/id1563090571?itsct=apps_box_badge&itscg=30200
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.inboxdesign.SchoolBridgeApp
mailto:edye@lynfield.school.nz
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/schoolbridge/id1563090571?itsct=apps_box_badge&itscg=30200
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.inboxdesign.SchoolBridgeApp
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Individual Sports Honours 

RAJAL SHARMA (Y13) 

The 82nd Archery New Zealand Outdoor National Championships were held in Rongomai Park, Flatbush during Auckland 

Anniversary weekend. Despite the challenging shooting conditions, Rajal Sharma came away with two medals:  

SILVER IN THE U21 COMPOUND MEN’S RANKING ROUNDS  

GOLD IN THE U21 COMPOUND MEN’S MIXED MATCHPLAY  

Rajal is also a proud recipient of a training grant from the Don Oliver Youth Foundation for the 2025/2026 season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your son and/or daughter has achieved representative status (Auckland or NZ) or has competed in such events the 

Sports Office would very much like to hear about this.  Please either ask them to bring proof of the team they made/ 

level they achieved (eg. certificate, letter of selection etc) so we have the exact wording of their achievement, or email 

these details to sport@lynfield.school.nz 

Sports Scene 

SPORTS TRIALS 

Summer trials are near completion. In the coming weeks we will have most of our winter sports trials and signups 

beginning, so make sure you are reading the SchoolBridge notices for more information. These sports include: 

Basketball, Rugby, Football, Badminton, Hockey, Netball, and many more! 

 

HOUSE SPORTS DAY – FRIDAY 20TH FEBRUARY 

With House Sports Day arriving quickly, we would like to remind everyone that all students will be able to dress up in 

their OWN HOUSE COLOURS so get your costumes ready! We are looking forward to a great day and hope the weather 

holds. Also a reminder to be sunsafe (hat and sunblock) and prepared for the day of activities. 

mailto:sport@lynfield.school.nz
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Uniform & Stationery Shop 

REGULAR HOURS DURING TERM TIME 

The Uniform and Stationery shop is open to all students on site for their uniform and stationery needs during interval 

and lunchtime Mondays to Thursdays, and on Fridays before school at 8am and interval. 

We are not open on Saturday and Sunday during term time, Teacher Only Days, school holidays, or public holidays. 

Parents can attend the shop at the following times: 

Monday – Thursday 10.00am – 12.00pm and 12.30pm – 1.30pm.  Friday 8.00am – 11.30am 

SECOND HAND CLOTHING 

The Uniform and Stationery Shop also sells second hand items.  We ask that if you wish to purchase the second hand 

items, you do not come during student’s morning tea or lunchtimes. 

Please be aware that we do not have the full size range of second hand items. Proceeds from secondhand uniform 

sales go to our hardship fund to support students in need. 

LYNFIELD COLLEGE BLAZER 

The Lynfield College blazer is available to all students. The cost is $260 

and it can be purchased from the Uniform Shop. We only have a few 

available in each size at the moment, but if we have high demand, more 

stock can be brought in. 

ONLINE ORDERING 

Online ordering is available through our website 

https://lynfield.school.nz/shop.html.  Payment can be made by direct 

credit or credit card and students onsite are able to collect the items from 

the shop during the above times.  Orders are usually ready the next day. 

Returns Policy:  We require a purchase receipt, tags and the skirt “runner 

stitch” to still be in garments to process returns.  Please be aware that we 

can only return items up to 90 days from the date on your receipt. 

LOST PROPERTY 

If your child has lost uniform items, please ask them to check the Lost 

Property bin outside the uniform shop. 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO NAME YOUR UNIFORM. 

 

Community Events 

TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 

Safer Internet Day 

 

 

 

 

https://lynfield.school.nz/shop.html
https://saferinternetday.nz/
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